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Abstract
Paulus, Robert Allen. M.Arch. The University of
Memphis. May 2013. A Third Place for the Third
Sex: How Architecture Can Influence a Change
of Perception in Marginalized Populations. Major
Professor: Michael D. Hagge.
Marginalized

populations

are

often

under

represented in the built environment as architecture
finds itself bound by the desires of those who employ
its services. Individuals, developers, planners, and local
governments push for designs which are influenced by
and designed for the status quo giving little thought to
the full range of users which may inhabit the space.
This thesis seeks to answer: how can architecture
inspire change in the perception of marginalized
populations?

It will establish a

understanding

the

psychology

framework
of

for

marginalized

populations; define a specific marginalized population,
the LGBTQ community, outline their use of space,
resulting in a change of perception in the Mid-South
region; emphasizing the concept of “third place” and its
importance to marginalized populations. The common
thread of experience will be illustrated throughout this
thesis both in the research conducted and a design
solution of the Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community
Center (MGLCC) offered.
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In this thesis, the section typically referred to
as a “preface” will serve as the evolution of the thesis

Evolution of the Thesis

idea. I feel this is appropriate as the research topic was
not chosen immediately; rather, the thesis found itself
searching for self-identity. At points in this thesis, selfexploration, the search for identity, and search for self
will be examined and used to illustrate how these ideas
play a role in the overall concept studied in the thesis.
In the summer of 2011, the Tennessee chapter
of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) held their
annual convention at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis,
Tennessee. During the course of the three-day event, I
met architects from the east border to the west border of
the state and all points in between. On the night of the
awards banquet, I met a particular fellow who queried
my thoughts in regards to the impending thesis project. I
had not chosen a topic at that point so he posed a few
options for consideration.
The completely white-haired man wearing thick
black rimmed glasses looked me square in the eye and
proposed I study one of two things: 1) the architecture
of Playboy magazine or 2) the architecture of the James
Bond movie franchise. While both topics intrigued me
– I am an avid mid-century modern architecture lover

Figure 1. Inspiration board by author. Architectural travel; the use of sex in ancient
art, commercial media, and medicine; trends in gay rights and culture; and struggles of
homelessness provided inspiration to undertake course of study.
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and a James Bond aficionado – I could not figure out
how either could be translated into a design project.

For the next several months, the ideas of Playboy and

entertainment district (Figure 2). His view was that the

James Bond architecture simmered in my mind trying

creation of such a district would help to relocate the strip

to find their purpose. The only correlation between the

clubs and other sex-oriented businesses from commercial

two I could find was that they ultimately both speak to

and residential neighborhoods while at the same time

the architecture of sexual attraction; however, I was

making it easier to regulate such businesses. Although

still stumped as to what to do with this idea so I turned

this would have provided an interesting topic of study,

my attention to what type of thesis I was seeking to

the appropriateness for such a thesis – one which would

develop.

have been used to secure a job post-graduation – was

Some

students in our program had chosen to

pursue their thesis in a more academic, journalistic

in question. At this time, I zoomed out to understand the
overarching theme prevalent in this body of research.

manner. I, on the other hand, felt the more appropriate

As the scope of the thesis widened, it became

method for me was to explore the altruistic side of

clear that my interest lay in marginalized populations.

architecture and propose a design that attempts to

As mentioned before, the third-year of undergraduate

address a social issue.

As early as the third-year of

school proved to have strong undercurrents in design for

undergraduate school, I had begun to develop a sense

marginalized populations as we undertook the design of

that the larger aim of architecture was to propose new

transitional housing for a select demographic of Memphis’

ways of thinking; to act as the built representation of

homeless population. The question that remained was to

sociological change. With the idea of altruism in one

determine which marginalized population would serve

hand and the white-haired architect’s proposition of

as my area of study.

the architecture of sexual attraction in the other, I soon

In order to get a better grasp on the notion of

found myself considering the design of a safe red-light

designing for a marginalized population, people who

district and museum of sexuality much like what can be

are not typically considered in the design process of

found in Amsterdam.

many buildings, I was allowed to use comprehensive

The timing for such an assignment could not

studio as a primer. During that semester, I researched

have been better as City Councilman Shea Flinn began

the needs of the blind and designed a center which

proposing the idea that Memphis was in need of an adult

would not only act as a social and wellness hub but

ix

Figure 2. Memphis City Councilmean Shea Flinn and
Councilwoman Janis Fulilove. Image credit: Nikki
Boertman.

Evolution of the Thesis

also take full advantage of all the senses in order to
create a strong sense of place for all users of the facility
– blind and sighted alike. This entailed developing an
understanding of the psychology of blind persons and
using this knowledge to enhance the users’ experience
of the place.
Psychology is not a new subject as I studied it
Figure 3. Vikings punter Chris Kluwe, Ravens linebacker
Brendon Ayanbadejo, and Maryland senate delegate Emmit
C. Burns, Jr. Source: www.deadspin.com

extensively in the first undergraduate degree I obtained.
I was able to use my base knowledge of psychology
to guide and hone the research generated during
comprehensive studio as I explored other marginalized
populations which could be used as a study in thesis.
It was not until I was in Dunkin’ Donuts waiting for a
turkey sandwich that I realized which population I would
use for the design of my thesis project. The news channel
on behind me was airing an article about Maryland
state delegate Emmett C. Burns Jr’s letter to the Ravens
owner Steve Bisciotti urging him to silence one of his
linebackers who was speaking out in support of gay
marriage (Figure 3). I found the idea that a politician
would request a business owner tell his employees what
they can or cannot speak on as free citizens abhorrent. I
had instantly found the marginalized population in most
need of the altruistic power of architecture – the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning (LGBTQ)
community.

Evolution of the Thesis
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Throughout

history, mankind has been in the

practice of distinguishing differences between similar

Introduction

objects and categorizing them into subsets of their
greater groupings. Naturally occurring solid aggregates
known as rocks are further broken down into three general
groupings of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic
(Roberts, 2012). Although each grouping has particular
characteristics that differentiates it from the next, overall
they contribute to form the larger whole known as
rocks. We do this with a myriad of items. Apples, pears,
bananas, and grapes are all subsets of fruit (Figure 4).
Collies, Corgis, Poodles, and Pomeranians are all subsets
of dogs (Figure 5). Everything that exists in the known
universe is partitioned, divided, and categorized into
the smallest division possible. It is this unique ability to
distinguish the differences in everyday items that allows
us to communicate our ideas clearly and our desires
vividly. However, this ability also comes with a set of
consequences when it is used to differentiate people.
When we set out to categorize people, the

Figure 4. Various subsets of fruit.
Source: yeesinorfe07.blogspot.com

motives are not always as noble as when fruits or dogs
are categorized. Often, this act of sorting individuals
into groupings results in alienation or disenfranchisement
often connected to a person’s social class, educational
status, childhood relationships, or living standards and the
“affected individuals or communities are prevented from

Introduction
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participating fully in the economic, social, and political
life of the society in which they live” (Young, 2000). At
this point, the categorization of people becomes social
exclusion and those who are excluded are referred to as
a marginalized population.

Figure 5. Various subsets of dogs.
Source: www.computescotland.com
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Introduction

Marginalized populations are defined as “being
outside the mainstream of productive activity and/or

Marginalized Populations

social reproductive activity” (Leonard 180). As illustrated
in Figure 6, those who appear to be significantly
different from the larger group, such as the lonely red
sphere, often find themselves relegated to the margins
of society. However, upon closer investigation of the
group, it is possible to find subtle differences which can
further divide the group into subsets of its own culture. In
this case, one cube has a crooked smirk while the others
have a standard frown. The majority of the cubes do
not bother to marginalize the one with the crooked smirk
for this cube shares many of the others’ characteristics:
being cube-shaped and white in color. The uniqueness
of the one white cube does point out the stratification
of populations which occurs at all levels of society and
community.

Figure 6. Marginalization. Image credit: failedandforgotten.

Stratification can be seen across the globe as one
society marginalizes another or as members of one society
marginalize each other. Further marginalization leads to
each and every person experiencing marginalization
at some point in their life. The young are marginalized
by not being allowed to vote or drive cars. The elderly
are marginalized as they are placed in nursing homes or
confined to their own residences. Homeless, differentlyabled, immigrants, even hipsters are all considered to

Marginalized Populations
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be marginalized as they do not fit the stereotype of the
status quo (Figure 9). In each case of marginalization,
the predominant basis for such action is difference in
the same way the red sphere is different from the white
cubes – appearance.
Like the red sphere, many people are cast out of the
traditional community for having too many differences
for others to reconcile, thus they find themselves far
removed from the status quo like an apple that has fallen
far from the tree (Figure 7). Andrew Solomon, author of

Figure 7. An apple beneath a willow tree.
Source: www.universalhub.com

Far From the Tree (2012), postulates that marginalization
has roots as early as child-rearing years when parents
of highly discordant children must reconcile with their
children’s differences.
There is no such thing as reproduction. When
two people decide to have a baby, they
engage in an act of production, and the
widespread use of the word reproduction
for this activity, with its implication that
two people are but braiding themselves
together, is at best a euphemism to comfort
prospective parents before they get in
over their heads.
In the subconscious
fantasies that make conception look so
alluring, it is often ourselves that we would
like to see live forever, not someone with a
personality of his own. Having anticipated
the onward march of our selfish genes,
many of us are unprepared for children
who present unfamiliar needs. Parenthood
abruptly catapults us into a permanent
relationship with a stranger, and the more
alien the stranger, the stronger the whiff of
negativity. We depend on the guarantee
in our children’s faces that we will not die.

Figure 8. American model, fashion designer, and DJ
Jeffree Star. Source: www.cltampa.com

4

Figure 9. Examples of marginalized populations. Image
composed by author.

Marginalized Populations

Children whose defining quality annihilates
that fantasy of immortality are a particular
insult; we must love them for themselves,
and not for the best of ourselves in them,
and that is a great deal harder to do.
Loving our own children is an exercise for
the imagination. (Solomon 2012)
The key word in this passage is immortality.
Immortality is the singular neck which bears the weight
of the gay conspiracy. As humans, we are engrained
with the compulsion to produce more humans.

Two

men cannot produce a human nor can two women –
although either pairing can raise a child. It is this factor
which defines the marginality of the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgendered, questioning (LGBTQ) community, also
known as the third sex, and pushes its members far from
the tree. A phenomenon which perpetuates the notion
of difference explores the notion that those who are
marginalized bring it on themselves simply by being so
different. It is akin to the Stockholm Syndrome in that
the victims believe the perpetrator to not be in error
and blame themselves for their marginalization (Figure
8). Even within the third sex community, members can
find those who are flamboyant or “flaming” to be very
Figure 10. Stratification of the third sex. From top-left: gay, transgendered, lesbian, questioning, bisexual, and asexual.
Image Credit: author.

different and continue to marginalize them based on
their outward appearance and behavior.
As the stratification of marginalization continues to
dig deeper, some differences may not be on the surface
as in the case of the flamboyant individual. By its very

Marginalized Populations
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nature, the acronym LGBTQ lists five layers or margins of
the third sex (Figure 10). It even marginalizes a subset
within the third sex known as asexual – those who are
not attracted to either sex. The continued stratification
of the third sex leaves many on the outside of this
community with questions which often leads to distorted
misperceptions.
Many people have a false perception that
members of the third sex make a conscious decision to
be attracted to non-traditional partners (Figure 11).

Figure 13. Suicide attempts by rejection level. Image credit:
Ryan Family Acceptance Project.

Quack doctors and religious extremists
all over the country use fake “therapy” to
teach gay people to hate themselves. With
a nearly 100% failure rate and no science
to back them up, these sessions are much
closer to fanatical exorcisms than any kind
of clinical therapy. (www.allout.org)
Questionable therapy sessions are not the only
danger faced by members of the third sex.

Figure 11. The “gay switch”.
Source: ariane119.buzznet.com

Suicide

and homelessness are among the highest dangers for
members of this community as evidenced by studies by
the Ryan Family Acceptance Project and Think Progress
(Figures 13 and 14, respectively). However, the plight
of those who seek non-traditional relationships did not
always come with the same dangers as today.

The

history of the third sex can be revealed through a study
of Queer Space
Figure 12. Stratification within society at large. Source:
www.heatherbehs.com

6

Figure 14. Third sex youth homeless rate. Image credit:
Think Progress.

Marginalized Populations

The third sex had a dual existence in the built
environment of the ancient world. Aaron Betsky, director

Queer Space

of the Cincinnati Art Museum and author of Queer Space
(Figure 15), has studied the effects of architecture on
psychology and human sexualities. He defines queer
space as that which is “liberating, avoids the imprisoning
characteristics of the modern city” and proposes it has
been a part of the urban fabric for as long as humans
have built cities. In theatre, tragedy, comedy and satyr
often saw acts of homosexuality played out on stage – a
stage that was set in the very center of town. All members
of society were expected to and enjoyed taking part
in the production of plays whether as writers, actors, or
spectators. Nobility, commoners, peasants, and even
prisoners were given the opportunity to engage in the
queered world of theatre.
In Greece, formal spaces for the third sex were
positioned on the edge of the polis although the acts
were not marginalized. In the world of the gymnasium
(Figure 16) “boys learned about their bodies and
the state through the twin discipline of sport and sex”
(Betsky, 1997).

The gymnasium involved males of all

ages expressing their manhood in the company of each
Figure 15. Queer space logo used for the Queer Space: Centres and Peripheries
conference held at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) February 20-21, 2007.
Image credit: University of Technology Sydney

other. Members engaged in various sports, work out
routines, and other physical activities. Within the walls
of the gymnasium, a third place of its own, males were

Queer Space
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considered equals regardless of stature in the polis. Love-

and other civic or social venues is based on the following

making took place standing up in an intracrural method

hallmarks provided by Oldenburg:
• Free or inexpensive
• Food and drink, while not essential, are 			
important
• Highly accessible: proximate for many 			
(walking distance)
• Involve regulars – those who habitually 			
congregate there
• Welcoming and comfortable
• Both new friends and old should be found 		

as opposed to lying down as one would with a woman.
Although it was located on the margins of the city, it was
not placed here out of disgrace but, rather, because
“sports and sex were not part of the productive world of
everyday life” (Betsky, 1997).
Women in Greek

society also had a way of

bonding with one another in the absence of men.
During the Adonia rite, which took place only once a
year, women would take to the rooftops to socialize with
one another. The rooftop was the only socially correct
location for such activities to take place as it was still
within the boundary of the house. By remaining in this
boundary, it was not seen as the woman trying to make
a unique world for herself although this was an effort to
remove herself from everyday life (Betsky, 1997).
Both the gymnasium for males and the rooftops for
females acted as social venues apart from the workplace
or the residence. In his book, The Great Good Place, Ray
Oldenburg describes this sort of venue as being the “third
place” while the first place is that of the residence and
the second is the work environment. Oldenburg suggests
that the third place is an important cultural institution as
it provides a venue for civic and social interaction within
a community. The difference between the third place

The accounts of Greek third places indicate that
homosexuality was seen as an escape from the dictated
life of social order; that it was considered to be a normal
aspect of human existence yet pushed to the margins of

Figure 16. Ancient Greek gymnasium.
Source: www.sen.es

the city. However, this understanding of non-traditional
love-making did not carry through into modern times.
Over time, Christianity came into being and began
banishing homosexuals, at which time, queer space
went underground and survived for many years as a
system of codes and gestures only (Betsky, 1997). As
homosexuality, and the acts that accompany it, moved
to the fringes of society, it became necessary for those
who still wished to partake in those activities to adopt
a set of discrete gestures. Places like seedy gay bars
(Figure 17), dark corners of public parks (Figure 18), and
in contemporary time, the internet (Figure 19) became

Figure 17. Lesbian bar circa 1974. Image credit: Lesbian
Herstory Archives

the realm in which interactions took place between
members of the third sex. Queer space and the need
for it has changed with advances in technology.

8

Queer Space

Figure 18. Two members of the third sex meeting in a
public park. Source: www.tumblr.com

Figure 19. Contemporary third sex social networking
homepage. Source: www.manhut.net

Queer Space

Where parks, highway rest stops, and public

connectivity as opposed to expanding it – thereby

bathrooms once served as conduits or nodes of a gay

limiting the possibilities. Regressing and limiting are not

social network, the need for such places as a point

the only reasons a more human experience oriented

of contact has been supplanted by digital versions.

method of socialization is needed.

Websites like gay.com, manhunt.net, adam4adam.

According to Will Batts, Executive Director of the

com, and a whole assortment of other gay personals

Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center, straight-

sites have been serving as connectors since the early

identified people are more likely to be accepting of

1990’s.

Making gay social connections has become

gay-identified individuals if they already know someone

even easier in the advent of smart phones with geo-

who is LGBTQ (personal communication, October 4,

locating apps. It is now possible to download such an

2012). In this light, a gay center is not just for the LGBTQ

app and immediately be connected to hundreds of like-

community, but for all members of society. Its role is

minded individuals sorted from nearest to farthest. What

dichotomous – for providing a shelter from intolerance,

is the purpose of a gay community center, then, in this

for the networking activities of the LGBTQ community,

techno-centric world?

and for promoting tolerance and acceptance within the

Quite simply, it is to put the human experience into

greater community. This is evidenced by the Storefront

gay socialization and to provide a sense of community.

for Art and Architecture’s 1994 exhibition in New York City

Historically, gay interactions were based on sex (Betsky,

called “Queer Space.” The ambition of this exhibition was

1997). Socialization was a side effect. While still a part

to “make visible and validate gay and lesbian presence

of human experience, sex is more akin to a primal

in the city and public space” and to construct “public

urge than the enlightened ideology to which we hold

memory” (Ingram, 1997). Public memory, which is often

ourselves – in effect, a sort of regression. Conversely,

emblazoned on buildings and street corners day-in and

the use of technology, although provideing a method

day-out for war memorials, black history events, and

of connecting with others, allows for the sorting,

even such frivolous occurrences as “First Telephone in

filtering, analyzing, adding, deleting, and blocking of

Memphis” (Figure 20), often leaves out those it considers

the community.

This robotic nature of websites and

inconsequential to the dominate culture’s views. It is

apps actually further narrows the potential for LGBTQ

important for public memory to offer the full history of

9

the people who comprise the society occupying the

with a monolithic alternative but to offer a plurality of

A show that presented them [LGBTQ
people] first of all to themselves, validating
their existence in a real place, and then to
others who shared their tastes, so that they
might recognize each other, and, finally
and defiantly, to the world.

voices, issues, and ideas” (Ingram, 1997). One of the

According to Betsky (1997), there is a polarity

public realm. This was the intent of the “Queer Space”
exhibit – “not to replace the dominate culture’s history

signs created for use in the “Queer Space” exhibit was
titled “The Gay Activists Alliance” and told the story of
how the offices of the Alliance set the precedent for
future gay community centers:
The Gay Activists Alliance occupied the
former Firehouse at 99 Wooster Street from
May 1971 until October 1974, when it was
destroyed by arson. Much of the ideology
and tactics of subsequent gay, lesbian and
queer movements were first developed here.
The Firehouse was a veritable community
center: a site for social and cultural activities
as well as political organizing. The weekly
dances held here were an immensely
popular alternative to the gay bars and
discos. (Ingram, 1997)

between architecture and queer space.

While

architecture sublimates and accommodates, queer
space expresses and seduces; while architecture acts
as a window searching for a more perfect world, queer
space acts as a mirror suggesting a search for the
same.
On the surface, queer space may seem like a
haphazard menagerie of knick-knacks collected over
a life-time of travels or an eccentric’s slipshod use of
conflicting styles in the same space. The reality of queer
space is much more complex than this as it is constructed

The way in which queer space is made is relative

of several mechanisms through both time and space.

to the world of theatre. Theatre sets out to present a

These mechanisms are: the closet, the mirror, the gesture,

story through imagery and dialogue. The imagery used

and seduction (Betsky, 1997).

on stages and in movies can appear quite real to the

When a person is first discovering their sexuality,

spectator; however, the sets are often composed of

they are often referred to as being “in the closet” (Figure

false building façades and periaktos disguised as real

21). This phrase suggests a covert understanding of one’s

buildings. Through the art of illusion, light, perception,

self. Outsiders are not privy to the person’s sexuality and

and purpose are transformed into a verifiable show in

it is often assumed that the individual is straight. In this

the viewer’s mind. Queer space, according to Betsky

cocoon, the queer person is allowed to reject “the fiction

(1997), puts on the same show in three ways:

of the established structures . . . and propose a world

10

Figure 20. Sign at Front Street and G.E. Patterson
indicating site of first telephone in Memphis, Tennessee.
Note recent demolition of building that used to stand on
the site. Image by author

Queer Space

Closet

• In this cocoon, the queer person is allowed
to reject “the fiction of the established
structures . . . and propose a world of
fantasy that is directly related to the body”
(Betsky 21)

Mirror

• While architecture acts as a window
searching for a more perfect world, queer
space acts as a mirror suggesting a search
for the same (Betsky 20)

• The mirror allows an individual the
opportunity to see the outward projection,
the gesture, of their self.
• In architecture, the mirror may be
figurative such as the forms of a residence
which mimic distant hills or literal as in the
reflection of Trinity church in the skin of
Hancock Place by I.M.... Pei

Seduction

Gesture

• “Gesture is that which comes between
the word and the body, between the
order of communication that creates an
artificial environment and the reality of
lived experience” (Betsky 22)

• “Seduction is the ritualized, socialized
expression of desires or urges that we can
perhaps never know” (Betsky 23);
• Seduction is thoughts of the mind worn on
the outside

• Together, gesture and seduction allow
the building to remain both respectable
of the community in which it resides and
outrageous in its expression of pride

Figure 21. The four mechanisms of queer space as realized
in architecture. Image by author.

Queer Space
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of fantasy that is directly related to the body” (Betsky,

in a satisfying vignette, the gesture (Figure 21) in queer

While gesture indicates the form or shape of a

1997). The closet thereby sets up a place of solitude

space only leads back to the self. Gesture is the act of

space, whether it be interior or exterior, seduction informs

and safety; a retreat from the harsh uncertainty of the

existing in time and space. Its very nature suggests that

the aesthetic of the space (Figure 21). “Seduction is

world outside. As indicated earlier, the psychology of

it is ephemeral and ever-changing. A person walking

the ritualized, socialized expression of desires or urges

marginalized populations takes on the role of a victim

down the street may make a standard gesture of hello

that we can perhaps never know” (Betsky, 1997). It is

in many instances. Providing a place that is free from

by waving their hand at a friend who is walking along

used to draw a viewer into the experience of the self

harm and danger is of paramount importance but is not

the other side. The wave of their hand lasts only a few

through a careful manipulation of the senses. A chosen

the only mechanism with which to design for the third

seconds yet conveys a great deal of meaning to the

aesthetic of a building can act as a magnet drawing

sex.

other person. Moments later, the same person may make

those who are attracted to its style, its flamboyance, or

Another mechanism for the construction of queer

a very different gesture to someone they are attracted

its simplicity.

space is that of the mirror (Figure 21). As mentioned

to. However, not all gestures are physical. Construction

to act as a “decorative scheme layered over abstract

earlier, the mirror can act as a reflection of the self;

workers are notoriously known for making “cat calls” to

orders” (Betsky, 1997). The Carson Pirie Scott building

however, it also stands to distort and skew the vision of

ladies walking by their construction site. Although this

on State Street in Chicago embodies the mechanism

the real world. Standing outside a mirror’s range while

audible gesture is considered by many to be lewd, it

of seduction in its heavy use of ornamentation on the

looking into it reveals a world similar to the one the viewer

takes place nonetheless.

ground-level façade (Figure 21). The intricate weaving

is standing in yet it is peculiar in some way. Everything

“Gestural buildings are distorted, distended, and

tangible in the real world is suddenly out of reach,

deformed.

They break through their skins, move out

juxtaposed in relation to each other, and seemingly

into space, and speak in ways that are often difficult

lacking in dimensions. Betsky sees the space within a

to understand” (Betsky, 1997, p. 22).

mirror as a “strangely haunting space, on where the

Nederlanden building, or Fred and Ginger, in Prague

world comes back to us in a reversed manner” (1997).

designed by Frank Gehry (Figure 21) is an excellent

The ornamentation is carefully selected

of organic patterns in cast iron draw the passerby closer
and closer to the entrance as they seek to engage its
delicate detailing.

The Nationale-

“Gesture is that which comes between the word

example of a gestural building. The forms stand in

and the body, between the order of communication

strong juxtaposition to the traditional, rectilinear forms

that creates an artificial environment and the reality of

of the neighboring buildings and seem to embrace one

lived experience” (Betsky, 1997, p. 22). Unlike an axial

another as if engaged in a form of ritual celebration.

approach in a typical urban environment which ends

12

Queer Space

As illustrated in these diagrams posted on The
Guardian’s website (Figures 23-25), the Southeast region

Why the Mid-South?

of the United States ranks lowest in gay rights. This means
members of the third sex living in Memphis and the
surrounding Mid-South region are left without some of
the same rights that most Americans take for granted.
The study includes:
• Marriage
• Hospital visits
• Adoption
• Employment
• Housing
• Hate crimes
• Schools
Housing statistics are identical to those for
Employment for each state.

According to Federal

regulations from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), housing programs receiving federal
funding are required to prohibit discrimination based on
Figure 22. Gay rights by type for each state in the United States with Tennessee
highlighted. Image credit: The Guardian

sexual orientation and gender identity. Less than half of
the states have defined anti-discrimination measures for
either sexual orientation or gender.
It is clear that the Mid-South is one of the most
under served regions within the gay rights agenda. A
third place for the third sex would not only provide a safe
haven for those struggling with identity issues, but also

Why the Mid-South?
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act as an advocate for gay rights through its presence
in an established community of tolerance - the CooperYoung neighborhood of Memphis, Tennessee.
This sense of advocacy will be explored throughout
the design process of a new Memphis Gay and Lesbian
Community Center (MGLCC). As a way of encouraging
users with a multiplicity of backgrounds to come together
in one location, the new Center will provide the spaces
and experiences necessary to influence a change in the
perception of its target population, the third sex.
Figure 23. Gay marriage rights by state and region. Image credit: The Guardian

Figure 24. Employment equality by state and region. Image credit: The Guardian
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Why the Mid-South?

The Cooper-Young neighborhood is self-described
as being an “historically hip” enclave of residences and

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young

commercial ventures. Hundreds of visitors from all parts
of the Mid-South descend on the neighborhood during
their monthly First Thursday “Night Out” and nearly 80,000
visitors walk the streets of the neighborhood during
September’s annual Cooper-Young Festival (www.
cooperyoung.com).
The visibility Cooper-Young provides is in keeping
with the Center’s mission to act as an advocate for
the rights and acceptance of the third sex.

This is

further supported by patrons of the Center who, in an
anonymous online survey, stated “prominence in a
high-visited neighborhood and entertainment district” is
chiefly important to the Center’s success.
This progressive neighborhood has a history
of pioneering efforts already under way in more
metropolitan cities. In 2010, the citizens of Cooper-Young
pushed for and helped develop the Midtown Overlay - a
predecessor to the Memphis and Shelby County Unified

Figure 25. South elevation of the Cooper-Young trestle; an iconic gateway into the
eclectic neighborhood. Image by author

Development Code (UDC) which called for increased
density and an enhanced pedestrian experience along
Cooper Street and sections of Young Avenue.
It is this progressive, all-inclusive nature that
distinguishes Cooper-Young as the proper setting for a
new third place for the third sex.

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young
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Figure 26. Memphis proper with study area around Cooper-Young highlighted. Image by
author

Figure 27. Study area with Cooper-Young commercial corridor highlighted and proposed
MGLCC site in inset. Image by author
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Figure 28. Man-made barriers which define the Cooper-Young neighborhood. Image
by author

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young
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Figure 29. Amenities within one mile of the Center. Image by author
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Figure 30. Multitude of alternative transportation options for arriving at the Center.
Image by author

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young
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Figure 31. Pedestrian accessibility from the Center to nearby activities. Image by
author
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Figure 32. Cooper Street west elevation composite. Image by author

Figure 33. Cooper Street east elevation composite with proposed site highlighted. Image by author
While the Cooper-Young community as a whole
provides a mix of commercial and residential properties,
few buildings offer such a mix within their individual
footprints. As discussed earlier, the community-driven
Midtown Overlay sets standards for redevelopment
which, if implemented, would contribute to an eyes-onthe-street pedestrian experience.
This pedestrian experience is important in creating
a safe, secure environment for all members of the
community to feel welcome.
Figure 34. Built environment designed to prevent undesirable
behaviors versus being designed to encourage model
behavior. Image by author

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young

Figure 35. Lack of transparency creates blank wall along
pedestrian frontage; building construction technique and
material choices detract from neighborhood character. Image
by author
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Figures 33-39 illustrate

strengths and weaknesses as they relate to a vibrant
pedestrian experience.

Figure 36. Proximity to sidewalk; no parking between building
and sidewalk; high amount of transparency into buildings;
continuous, linear density with minimal breaks in facade.
Image by author

Figure 37. Uses such as vehicle service / sales / leasing,
warehouse, and manufacturing lack eyes-on-the-street
security and detract from the pedestrian experience. Image
by author

22

Figure 38. Many businesses located in former residential
structures; a more cohesive “street wall” is needed to create
vibrancy and sense of place. Image by author

Site Analysis | Cooper-Young

The Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center’s
(MGLCC) formed its charter on 23 February 1989 with a

Site Analysis | MGLCC

mission to empower, connect, educate, and advocate
for the LGBTQ community of the Mid-South is reinforced
by the Cooper-Young neighborhood. The residents of
Cooper-Young have been long-time supporters of the
Center and many people in Memphis and the Mid-South
feel that Cooper-Young is a neighborhood of tolerance
that respects and embraces cultural differences.
These differences can be thought of not as
a melting pot - like is typically thought of American
communities - but rather as a mosaic where each
piece is allowed to stand on its own. In this case, each
member of the community contributes to the image of
the neighborhood as chips of stone or ceramic come
together to form a detailed mosaic. In order to physically
accommodate the many members of the community, it
is necessary for the Center to grow beyond the shell of
the circa 1920 bungalow they currently own (Figures 4150).

Figure 39. Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community
Center logo. Source: Memphis Gay and Lesbian
Community Center

Will Batts, Executive Director of MGLCC, has been
approached by the owner of the adjacent bungalow
(Sally’s Hair Gallery) who has expressed interest in selling
to them. This, along with the anticipated departure of
Mid-South Literacy in the two-story commercial building,
will provide the land needed for the Center to grow.

Site Analysis | MGLCC
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Figure 41. The main entrance to the Center is inaccessible to
differently-abled patrons. Image by author

Figure 42. Single room used for all program activities requiring
constant shuffling of schedule to prevent overlap; patrons
express interest in home-like qualities of the space. Image
by author

Figure 43. Small entry space cannot handle necessary traffic
to ensure patron safety and makes it difficult for traffic to flow
smoothly between spaces; lacks air-lock. Image by author

Figure 44. A robust program of services and events is at
conflict with cramped space; in order to grow the programs
and offer additional services, it is necessary for the Center to
grow into a larger space. Image by author

Figure 40. Aerial image marking the location of the Center
within the Cooper-Young neighborhood (A). Image credit:
Google Maps
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Figure 45. Requires more storage than space allows;
additional counter space is necessary for events; primarily
used as a warming kitchen for pot-luck style dinners. Image
by author

Figure 47. This are is used for multiple purposes such as
information center, waiting room, and library; interest has been
expressed in facility having offices for partner organizations
as well. Image by author

Figure 49. Only restroom in facility is not ADA compliant;
center lacks storage space often finding items stowed in
“found” spaces; lawn equipment must be stored inside; food
and clothes pantries have been relegated to the attic for lack
of other space to house them. Image by author

Figure 46. Kitchen often acts as “heart of the home” where
patrons typically congregate; however, space is confined to
this single room with little visual connectivity to other areas.
Image by author

Site Analysis | MGLCC

Figure 48. The center only has one office which lacks
adequate storage; some program activities, such as free HIV
testing, must take place in office due to lack of space. Image
by author
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On 29 January 2013, a survey was distributed to
gather feedback in an anonymous, open forum. The
survey contained 14 questions for respondents to answer.
These questions were designed to address the following
criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Level of interest in the current MGLCC
Estimated level of interest post-improvements
Desired program and space needs
Favorite and least favorite aspects of the
current Center
Patron recreational activities
Level of involvement in the LGBTQ community
Interest in current location of the Center
Level of interest in LGBTQ-oriented neighborhood
or development

Each question posed the respondent several
predetermined options as well as an option to answer with
their own words. When the survey closed on 28 February
2013, one hundred sixty-one people had responded.

Figure 50. Patrons expressed a breadth of recreational
activities centering mostly around the arts and literature.
Image by author

Figure 52. Meeting and event space resounded as the most
needed feature for a new center. Image by author

Figure 51. Center staff; home-like atmosphere; and intimacy
were all cited as enjoyable aspects of the Center as well as
the available programs and services. Image by author

Figure 53. Parking; “maneuverability into & within center for
differently-abled”; lack of space; restriction of hours; “looks
drab and predictable from the street and inward-focused”.
Image by author

Overwhelmingly, 66% of respondents were at least
interested in seeing the Center remain in Cooper-Young
with just under 30% being neutral about its location.
Other locations offered by the remaining 4% included
somewhere “geographically centered in the city” or in
a location that provides more parking.
The complete survey results can be found in
Appendix B: Survey Results.
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In order to ensure the long-term success of the
Center and to create a dense, pedestrian friendly urban

Master Plan + Future Growth

environment befitting Midtown, it was first necessary
to reconsider the existing fabric of Cooper-Young. As
illustrated earlier, there are blight, accessibility, land
use, and other issues which detract from the robust
experience envisioned for the neighborhood, although
there are many strengths which can be drawn upon
such as the public space and gazebo at the intersection
of Cooper Street and Young Avenue.
The proposed master plan utilizes the revised
version of the UDC as a guide. Density, land use, streetscape, street configuration, accessibility, and public
open space were all considered with respect to the
UDC (Figures 56-57) ensuring that the growth plan for
both the neighborhood and the Center maintain the
experience desired by the neighborhood.

By doing

so, this will position Cooper-Young to become a model
community for others to follow when new development
opportunities arise. This will also draw more attention to
the community and the Center further supporting the

Figure 54. Base map of study area with site hightlighted. Image by author

idea of advocacy and interconnectedness.
One challenge to address in any project that
realizes the new building be situated on the same site
as the existing is how to allow for uninterrupted service
to the community being served.

Master Plan + Future Growth
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In order to meet

their increasing needs, the Center may begin growing
immediately by acquiring the neighboring bungalow
property, thus operating as a mini campus within the
community. This will allow their program capacity to
grow before having to make major commitments to
new building costs while at the same time establishing a
land bank on which to situate the proposed new design.
This method may also be used to acquire the two-story
commercial building immediately south of the second
bungalow.

In taking these steps, the Center will be

able to build the proposed design in phases while they
maintain program operations with minimal interference

Figure 55. Shopfront building standards. Source: Memphis
and Shelby County Unified Development Code

from the construction process.
Although the proposed design is comprehensive
to that of a third place, it cannot accommodate future
anticipated needs of transient housing for displaced
individuals. While this is a program element the Center
would like to undertake, to place housing (a first place)
in the Center proper would work against the grain of the
notion of a third place. It is then realized that this piece
of the program must be housed in a separate, nearby
structure; therefore, it is proposed that the vacant church
at Cooper and Walker be used as a transient housing
center.
Additional future needs such as an all-families
adoption center could make use of the northeast corner

Figure 56. Streetscape standards. Source: Memphis and
Shelby County Unified Development Code
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of Cooper and Southern. Mixed-use buildings, housing
both commercial and residential uses, may replace the
single-use buildings located along Cooper and Young
while multi-family housing acts as a buffer between the
commercial properties and the single-family residences
in the surrounding neighborhood (Figure 61).

Figure 57. Proposed street section showing integration of
pedestrian experience. Source: Image by author
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Figure 58. Existing east elevation of Cooper Street with
proposed Center. Image by author

Figure 59. Proposed east elevation of Cooper Street with
proposed Center. Image by author

Legend
Single Family Residential
Multi Family Residential
Mixed-Use

Civic/Institutional
Park
Proposed MGLCC

Public Gazebo

Future Adoption
Center

Future Transient
Housing
Figure 60. Master plan showing new Center, future expansion
and denser urban fabric. Image by author
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As with any architectural undertaking, the first step
in beginning the design process involved researching

Process | Precedents

and visiting select buildings and neighborhoods which
bear resemblance in the typologies and communities
associated with a third place for the third sex. In the
case of Memphis, a new MGLCC.
The Center on Halsted designed by Gensler
Architects was chosen for its direct correlation in that it
serves the vast LGBTQ community of Chicago and the
surrounding region while at the same time acts as an
anchor in the Lakeview community.
This community also afforded itself a precedent
in that it is home to the largest LGBTQ-oriented
neighborhood - Boystown. In developing the program
for the proposed MGLCC, patrons expressed interest in
seeing a similar neighborhood take root in Memphis.
A third precedent chosen shares, while not
seemingly on the surface, some similarities with a gay and
lesbian community center located in the Mid-South in
that it is controversial in nature. The Knut Hamsun Center

Figure 61. Highlights of the Center on Halsted, the Knut Hamsun Center, and Boystown
in Chicago, Illinois. Image composed by author

designed by Steven Holl was chosen as a precedent for
how to delicately handle a sensitive subject while using
metaphor to inform the design.

Process | Precedents
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Center on Halsted, Gensler
The Center on Halsted in Chicago’s Lakeview
neighborhood (Figures 62-66) is one of very few newly
constructed third places for the third sex. Designed by
Gensler architects, the building makes use of the facade
of an older structure located at its southern end. The
design team reused the existing facade as the outward

Level 03

projection for the Center’s largest tenant - a Whole Foods
grocery store.

Figure 62. Center on Halsted, Chicago, IL. Image credit:
Halvorson and Partners Structural Engineers

The grocer not only provides a source of steady
revenue for the Center, but also acts as a “back door”
for those who are questioning their sexuality and may
not feel comfortable being seen entering a community
center for the LGBTQ population.

Level 02

By providing a safe haven for those who wish
to explore their inner selves, the Center acts as the
closet in Betsky’s queer space (1997). The Center also
functions as the mirror by reflecting the character of

Figure 63. Shared seating with tenant Whole Foods.
Source: www.archstorage.com

the neighborhood in the reused facade, the choice of
large expanses of glazing, and adhering to sustainable
building practices.

Level 01
Figure 65. Floor plans showing clear separation of uses with
gathering areas between. Image credit: Gensler Architects

Figure 64. Gathering areas are made intimate through the
use of warm materials and colors. Image by author
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Knut Hamsun Center, Steven Holl
The Knut Hamsun Center designed by Steven Holl is
perhaps the best example of a community center which
was built in honor of as controversial a figure in Norway
as the third sex is in the United States.
Knut Hamsun was a controversial writer in the late
nineteenth and early twentyth centuries. He was well
known for his book Hunger as well as writing in support of
Hitler during the second World War, even meeting with
Hitler during the war. However, despite the controversies
Figure 68. Built adaptation of metaphor. Image credit Steven
Holl Architects

that surrounded his personal life, the need for a center
devoted to his literary works was great enough to
commission Steven Holl to design the space.
Similar to the design approach in this thesis, Holl
reflected on the writings of the author and conducted
personal

research into the stories, characters, and

settings which painted the pages of Hamsun’s novels.

Figure 66. Concept watercolor showing use of metaphor.
Image credit: Steven Holl Architects

Metaphors like a woman washing a yellowed window
(Figures 66 and 68), the body as a battleground of
invisible forces (Figure 69), a sterling silver dog collar,
and feathers in a woman’s hat all found their way into
elements of Holl’s design. Holl not only used the writer’s
work as inspiration for the center, but also the local
building materials and methods to inform decisions

Figure 67. Black lacquered wood siding. Image credit: Steven
Holl Architects

Process | Precedents

Figure 69. The building as a body with elevator core as spine.
Image credit: Steven Holl Architects
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about cladding - black lacquered wood siding (Figure
67) in keeping with the stave churches of Norway.

Boystown, Chicago, IL
Boystown (Figure 70) is a 10-block section of North
Halsted Street running through Chicago’s Lakeview
neighborhood. The majority of the street is lined with
mixed-use historic structures with commercial uses on
the ground floor and residential units located on the
upper floors (Figure 73). Physically, it is much like any
other vibrant, pedestrian-friendly neighborhood where
couples walk hand-in-hand to local clothing stores,
shops, and restaurants. The difference is that many of
those couples are the same sex.

Figure 70. Boystown, Chicago, IL with pylon in background.
Source: www.bobmeyers.com

In this queer space, all forms of place are
accustomed to catering to the third sex. The first place,
Figure 72. Thrift and novelty store in Boystown. Image by
author

the second place, and the third place all take residence
along Halsted contributing to a neighborhood-wide
sense of safety (closet), reflection of self and one’s
position in society (mirror), projection of self to others
(gesture), and perception of others (seduction).
Although the neighborhood is filled with various
LGBTQ-oriented gift shops (Figure 72), bars, and eateries,
the experience is not that of a “meat market” where
every passerby is ogled or confronted with disparaging
remarks. Rather, everyone is simply just as polite as is to
be expected in a city of several million.

Figure 71. Proper layering of pedestrian, bicyclist, and
motorist zones creates sense of security. Image by author

Figure 73. Mixed-use historic structures line the streets.
Image by author
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The design for the new MGLCC began as a study
in relationships - relationships between people, space,

Process | Design Development

and time. In order to derive the initial components of
the Center, the first step was to uncover the needs of the
patrons. The survey conducted online, the interview with
Director Batts, and the precedent study of the Center
on Halsted all served as guides for the synthesis of the
program for this project (Figure 74).
The major need conveyed was simply, “more
space.”

Using the current program schedule and

anticipated growth, the solution for how to divide and
utilize the additional space began to take shape (Figure
75). The bulk of the program was given over to various
types of meeting spaces each with their own function
and mood. Social functions where patrons are envisioned
to mix about the crowd (Figure 76) were grouped into
one category. These were then further broken down
based on the scale of intimacy required. Rooms requiring
the need for a sense of security and protection from the
outside world (the closet) were designed much in the
same way a contemporary “great room” would be. This
not only speaks to Betsky’s queer space theories but
also provides the home-like atmosphere the Center’s
patrons have grown accustomed to. Other spaces were

Figure 74. Program diagram. Image by author

grouped together based on their relationship with each
other and the Center’s mission.

Process | Design Development
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The small meeting rooms, intended for group
therapy and community organization meetings, the
technology lab, and library are seen as providing the
tools and resources the community needs to become
empowered within their own cause and have been
interspersed about the program.
The interstitial spaces between much of the
program, instead of being realized as a common
hallways, were designed as inspiring spaces which
celebrate co-mingling among people of different
backgrounds. While the interaction of many people is

Level 02

the overall driving concept of the design, not all spaces
are meant to be so public.
Health and wellness are sensitive subjects in any
community. People often find themselves embarrassed
when having to deal with such private matters.

For

this reason, the food and clothing pantry as well as the
counseling rooms are tucked in the back of the lower
floor just off of the main lobby.
In order to enable the Center to provide the

Figure 76. Relationship and shared interaction studies. Image
by author

programs and services its patrons desire, the office
space has been enlarged to include offices for support

Level 01

staff and partner organizations in an open, collaborative

Inspiring
Enabling
Empowering
Socializing
Health + Wellness
Figure 75. Program distributed throughout the space. Image
by author

atmosphere.

The Center is further enabled by the

addition of

leasable tenant space used to act as

ongoing revenue.
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In the beginning, both bungalows and the
commercial building were to be saved and retrofitted
to accommodate new program requirements and
accessibility concerns (Figure 79). This approach lacked
the progressive stance of later iterations and was not
supported by the UDC. However, it did provide a means
for the Center to grow into its new space as outlined
in the Master Plan section.

Later iterations saw the

advancement of a smaller node on the north of the
building set back in keeping with both the UDC and
the existing bungalows. This allows for the creation of
an outdoor room which may be used by commercial
tenants as outdoor dining. The leasable space on the
ground floor acts as the foundation supporting the
nurturing activities which take place above (Figure 75).
It was soon realized that the anchoring element
in the building was to be a large brick hearth uniting
the building vertically. Patrons waiting for a meeting,
seeking shelter from the outside elements, or stopping
in for a visit can gather around its home-like qualities to
enjoy a break in their day (Figure 81).
Later, these basic ideas were refined as the
concept of proxemics was employed to encourage

Figure 77. Process sketches illustrating path to final design solution. Image by author

interaction among patrons.

In his book The Hidden

Dimension (1966), Edward T. Hall proposes that there
are four distinct personal reaction bubbles (Figure 80).

Process | Design Development
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Hearth

Figure 78. Diagram of personal reaction bubbles as described
by Edward T. Hall. Image credit: WebHamster
In an effort to encourage interaction among patrons,
the sizes of the rooms, corridors, and other apertures
through which they must pass were controlled within
the guidelines established by Hall. In areas that require
communication, such as at the top of a stairway (Figure
X), the width was limited to the minimum distance allowed
by code while the foot of the stairway is wider and
inviting. By decreasing the passable distance, patrons

Figure 79. Sketches of common area with hearth. Image by author

must engage one another in conversation to establish
who will enter or exit first so as to avoid a collision.
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Design Solution

Figure 80. Rendering of MGLCC looking northeast from across Cooper. Image by author
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The Center’s form is a nod, or a gesture, to the
community in which it resides (Figure 82).

The true

commercial buildings located in the Cooper-Young
neighborhood are classic examples of brick boxes
with traditional storefront fenestration. The new Center
takes the brick box and adds contemporary storefront
fenestration which is further enhanced by the use of
dynamic smart glass (Figure 83).
This glass is capable of being transparent one
minute while projecting crystal clear renderings of art,
movies, or weekly schedules the next. Dynamic smart
glass allows the singular element of the storefront wall to
take on a plurality of roles as is reflects, refracts, bends,
and distorts perception like a mirror while simultaneously
seducing the passerby to step inside.
Seduction of the people on the street is also
achieved by the organic copper “vines” that grow out
of the found-object “bed” which wraps the perimeter of
the glass wall. These vines are meant to not only act as
a brise soliel, or sun shade, but also to be a metaphor for
the growth being experienced in the LGBTQ community
as gay rights are won in states across the country. The
found-object beds provide the fertile soil for such change
to take place as members of the Mid-South LGBTQ
community and the region at-large come together to

Figure 81. Night rendering of entrance with dynamic smart
glass active. Image by author

lay their own piece of aggregate.

Figure 82. Queer space mechanism icons.
Image by author
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Figure 83. Site plan illustrating streetscape enhancements and programmed roof-top terrace. Image by author
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Section 01

Figure 84. From top: west elevation along Cooper; longitudinal section; elevation concept. Image by author
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Figure 85. From top: initial brise soleil concept; refined
section. Image by author
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The new Center provides multiple access points for
all members of the third sex (Figure 88). Those who are
comfortable with their sexuality may feel free to use the
primary entrance located at the southwest corner of the
building. This entrance opens into the well lit reception
Food/Clothes
Pantry

and information center which acts as a circulation point
within the Center. For members who may be questioning
or otherwise uncertain of their sexuality, it is possible to

Health +
Wellness

enter through the leasable space as though to merely
be shopping. Then, when they feel comfortable, they

Mechanical

may enter the Center proper through a nondescript

Gathering/
Gallery

opening, This opening can be secured when the tenant
in the leasable space is not open.

Leasable Space

Office
Area

The second floor meeting rooms are unique in that
they can be easily converted into one large space due
to the design of the walls. When multiple meeting rooms

Bike Parking

are needed, the walls remain in their illustrated position

Reception

(Figure 89). Should a larger function be taking place, the
walls separating the rooms from the corridor can retract
into the ceiling - much in the same manner as a solid
panel garage door. Then, the walls separating room
from room are free to slide in ceiling-mounted tracks to
0

4

the eastern-most wall as shown in Figures 93 and 94.

8

Figure 86. Level 01 floor plan. Image by author
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Figure 87. Level 02 floor plan. Image by author
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Figure 88. Level 03 floor plan. Image by author
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The “Perfect” Woman

South Elevation
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Figure 90: Concept sketches of the “perfect” woman. Image
by author

Designed to express the notion that no individual is

Section 02

perfect, this pop-art super graphic utilizes a submerged
oculus to fill the bowl in a “proper manner befitting a
lady.” The oculus is set so that the bowl is only filled at
noon on 11 October - National Coming Out Day. The wall
on which the reflection appears is rotated five degrees
towards the back corner of the lobby. This encourages
users to venture deeper into the space in order to witness
the local phenomenon. At night, a projector displays
local artists’ images in the bowl as a monthly rotating

Section 03

exhibit giving users a reason to visit regularly.

Figure 89. From top: south elevation; section 02 and section 03. Image by author
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Figure 91. Oculus filling bowl at noon on National Coming Out Day. Image by author
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Figure 92. Meeting rooms with walls closed. Image by author
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Figure 93. Meeting rooms with walls open. Image by author
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The event space (Figures 95 and 96) offers views
to and from many areas of the Center. Attendees of
a large event may observe others engaged in more
private, intimate conversations in the lobby below or see
groups entering and leaving the common room located
in the adjoining volume (Figure 95).
From the event space, patrons are positioned such
that they are in both direct and indirect contact with
all activities happening in the center. The panoramic
views offered by the dynamic smart glass and position
at the front of the second level ensure that a sense of
interconnectedness is created permeating the space
(Figure 96).

Figure 94. View from event space down to lobby. Image by author
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Figure 95. View within event space looking north. Image by author
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Figure 96. View of common room. Image by author
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Figure 97. Night rendering of activated MGLCC. Image by author
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Throughout the course of history, the third sex has
seen acceptance, rejection, violence, and hate. The

Conclusion

marginalization currently experienced as their rights
are limited by politicians and their spaces pushed into
less desirable neighborhoods by planning officials only
acts to underline the need for architecture to rise to the
calling of its altruistic nature.
If the design proposed within this document is
built, a new era of equality will emerge in the Mid-South,
a region that has been illustrated is among the worst at
ensuring the rights for all of its citizens. This era will bring
with it the end of intolerance and hate. It will be an era
where it is realized that there is more that unites us than

Figure 98. Representation of “Human After All” by Daft Punk on the album Human After
All. Image credit: Daft Punk
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divides us. It will be an era when we realize we are all
human, after all.
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Conclusion
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